Design Tips
Getting Started Customizing Your Lassale Home
Start With Understanding Your Tastes
Get some scissors and a stack of magazines like Architectural Digest, Sunset, House Beautiful, In Style or even
National Geographic. Cut out any picture that intrigues or inspires you.
Snip swatches of color too, using everything from ads to feature articles. Then separate them into piles along with
any color chips and material samples (ribbon, fabric, tile, wallpaper) you may have collected.
For your bath, you might have a picture of a bamboo forest, another of Windsor Castle or a chip of tile. Look at the
colors and textures and see if they agree. Perhaps you will end up with a granite finish on the tub and muted green
walls, and decide to save the tile for the kitchen.
Create an inspiration file and bring it to Lassale Homes Studio, where we have design consultants available who
are happy to help you make your final decisions.

Working With Color
One of the most important decisions our Lassale Homes Studio design consultants help a new homeowner make
is which color palette to use in their new Lassale home. The thing to remember is that good color doesn’t cost any
more than bad color. So it’s all up to your choosing the RIGHT color. Color affects your mood, your productivity
and your health.
We suggest a neutral palette for your home. Unimposing colors offer a timeless backdrop for any patterns and
accent colors you want to incorporate in your furnishings.
Unless you’re skilled, don’t get too ambitious with textures and accents. Keep it simple, fresh and streamlined.
You’ll be happier in the long run.
If you’re set on having vibrant, bold colors in your home, consider using fabric panels. They can be moved and
changed more easily than paint. Pale or cool colors can make a room appear larger than it is by creating the
illusion that the walls are farther apart. Warm colors are alive and cheerful. They add to the impression that objects
are closer together. When warm colors are used correctly, the result is an intimate, cozy atmosphere. Contrasting
colors can draw attention to an object or an area. If you have a piece of furniture you want to highlight, consider
an accent wall in a complementary color. Light colors reflect heat where dark colors attract heat.
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More Design Questions And Answers
What if I love one tile pattern for the floor and another for the countertop, but they don’t match? Which product
do you absolutely love and which one could you do without? If you love the countertop because of its color and
easy maintenance, we’ll find a tile to complement it. It’s easy to love many items, but impossible to make them
all work together. It’s always difficult to make a big decorating decision in a couple of hours. We invite you to visit
the Lassale Homes Studio anytime and as many times as you’d like, to browse and identify items that you prefer.
Design consultants are available to help answer your questions and help you make the best selection decisions for
your lifestyle.

What Cabinet Stain Goes Best With Hardwood Floors?
The wood surfaces in your home don’t have to match, but should complement each other. Sometimes a dark
wood and a light wood look better than trying to match wood stain colors exactly. Let your Lassale Homes Studio
design consultant help you determine the best combination.

How Do I Coordinate My Carpeting With My Kitchen Flooring Selection?
In most new homes, the transitions from room to room are very noticeable. The colors, patterns and textures of
adjoining floors need to agree at the threshold. The strip that covers the threshold is called a “saddle.” Saddles
come in a variety of materials (rubber, plastic and wood), which smooth the transition. But stay aware of the
patterns and where they meet. For example, if you choose patterned carpeting, you wouldn’t want it to meet a
clashing pattern in the kitchen.
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